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Boy, do they like life by the bay 


Dyckesville has 
year-round lure 

By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

DYCKESVILLE — Many seasonal res¬ 
idents are taking root here and making 
this community by the bay their perma¬ 
nent home. 

Residents predict the new sewer sys¬ 
tem that helped people turn their summer 
homes into year-round residences will in¬ 
spire out-of-towners to look to Dyckes¬ 
ville when choosing a place to live. 

Originally a Belgian community, it is a 
mix of ethnic backgrounds. The commu¬ 
nity reaps the benefits of its location, 
about 15 miles northeast of Green Bay 
and along a direct route to Door County. 

The community is in Brown and 
Kewaunee counties. Many residents 
work in Green Bay and Sturgeon Bay. In 
the community, Van’s Lumber and Hard¬ 
ware, Route 4, Luxemburg, employs 
about 65 people. Other Dyckesville busi¬ 
nesses include gas stations, motels, res¬ 
taurants, a grocery store, bank, cabinet 

_ shop and 
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Kleiber of St. Louis Catholic Church has 
been in Dyckesville since 1983. He says it 
was once a farming community, but is 
now home to blue- and white-collar work¬ 
ers. 

Some people still run farms in the area, 
but their operation is modified. "The hus¬ 
band works in a paper mill and he does 
one milking and she does another,” he 
says. "Some older people rent out their 
land. They’re very slow to sell the land.” 

Green Bay draws many summer resi¬ 
dents and other tourists to Dyckesville. 
The water provides not only a scenic view 
but plenty of recreational opportunities. 

Fishing is popular in summer and win¬ 
ter. Three boat launches in the area ac¬ 
commodate anglers. Many residents say 
they look forward to the light show ice 
fishermen create on the hay at night. 

"Last winter, you could see them com¬ 
ing in after dark,” Kleiber says. "It was 
this long string of lights like a Christmas 
tree.” 

Donna Jonet witnesses the fishing 
frenzy first-hand. She sells bait at De- 
prey’s Kwik Stop, Route 4, Luxemburg. 

"A lot of times in the summer, as soon 
as you open those doors at 5 a m. they’re 
(fishermen) right there waiting,” she 
says. "It’s a real rat race.” 

Ken Vanden Heuvel, Route 4, Luxem¬ 
burg, has owned Dyckesville Bowl for 
more than seven years. He says fishing 
enthusiasts and tourists represent 30 to 
40 percent of his business. 

Dyckesville’s position on Wisconsin 57 
generates business, Vanden Heuvel says. 
"They come up the highway for a variety 
of reasons,” he says. "Cross country 
skiing, fishing, fall colors, cherry pick¬ 
ing .. 



A couple of beachcombers: Arnie stroll on the sandy beach along 
and Mercedes Englebert. long- Green Bay at Dyckesville in 
time Dyckesville residents, take a Kewaunee County. 


The Dyckesville file 

□ Population: About 350 

□ Dual identities: Dyckesville is divided 
— at least physically. Part is in Brown 
County, the other in Kewaunee County. It 
also is split between the town of Green 
Bay and town of Red River 

□ Historical note: One historical ac¬ 
count says mission priests camped in 
Dyckesville as early as 1679. Belgian im¬ 
migrants arrived in 1853. Residents say 
the community was named by a man 
named Van Dycke. 

Besides the obvious business advan- He remembers when the frozen bay was 
tages, Dyckesville offers an atmosphere one big playground during the Depres- 
that Vanden Heuvel says can’t be beat. sion. He and friends donned skates and 
"It’s the small-town atmosphere, living held makeshift sails so the wind could 
in the country and living by the bay,” he take them across the bay. 
says. "It was like one giant ice rink out 

Arnie and Mercedes Englebert, Route there,” he says. "Boy, did we have fun.” 
4, Luxemburg, raised seven children 

here. He has lived in Dyckesville more B Nex1 wee k ; jacksonport in Door 
than 50 years, working as a carpenter. County 









ing ball’s view of a pinsetter 
while doing maintenance work 
on his lanes. 














